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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . Claims 1-3 and 6-9 are pending in this application. 

2. Examiner acknowledges applicant's amendment on 09/25/2008. 

3. Claims 1-3 and 6 have been amended on 09/25/2008. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4 The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-3 and 6-9 of the current application (effective filing date: Mar. 22, 2006) 
are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hattori et al. (US 
20030088576; pub. date: May 08, 2003), hereinafter "Hattori" in view of Numata et al. 
(US 20030041304; pub. date: Feb. 27, 2003), hereinafter "Numata", further in view of 
Vagnozzi (US 20030135495; pub. date: Jul. 17, 2003). 
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6. As to claim 1 , Hattori discloses, a file management device for managing ([0065]), 
with an index file recorded in a recording medium, and a file recorded in the recording 
medium ([0186]), 

wherein the index file includes a series of entries comprising, in block, 
information extracted from a file recorded in the recording medium, information about a 
file correlated to a folder set in the recording medium ([0004]; fig. 24; [0039]; fig. 29; 
[0044]), and information about the folder, and layer information which indicates layer 
structures of the file and the folder by pointing to other entries ([0004]; [0045], [0039]; 
fig. 30A-B); 

wherein the entry for the information about the folder included registration 
information which indicates files belonging to the folder by pointing to other entries, and 
identifying information that indicates, by identifying information, whether or not the 
folder is a virtual folder (fig. 45; [0060]); 

wherein the file management device retrieves the entries of the index file 
according to conditions for retrieval set by a user to select a file registered in the index 
file ([0007]; [0196]), and registers, as an entry for the virtual folder, a retrieval result as 
to the selected file in the index file, along with the conditions for retrieval (abstract; 
[0062]) and 
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wherein, when the entry for the retrieval result is registered, information 
indicating that the entry is for the retrieval result is set in the index file ([00141: [0044]- 
[0046]; [0224]), 

Hattori, however, does not explicitly disclose, " wherein the layer information is set so as 
to indicate that the virtual folder for the retrieval result is under a virtual retrieval result 
collection folder in which retrieval results are collected, and the registration information 
is set to point to entries of the selected file. " Hatori also does not explicitly disclose, "the 
file management device retrieves an entry of the index file according to conditions for 
retrieval" 

Numata, on the other hand, discloses, " wherein the layer information is set so as 
to indicate that the virtual folder for the retrieval result is under a virtual retrieval result 
collection folder in which retrieval results are collected, and the registration information 
is set to point to entries of the selected file. " (Numata: [0043]). 

Vagnozzi on the other hand discloses explicitly, "the file management device 
retrieves an entry of the index file according to conditions for retrieval" (Vagnozzi: 
paragraphs [178] and [182]). 
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Numata, Vagnozzi and Hattori are of the same field of endeavor, they specifically 
teach data storage and retrieval system (Hattori: [0001]; Numata: [0008], Vagnozzi: 
abstract). 

It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to incorporate the teachings of Numata and Vagnozzi into Hattori 
of object-oriented data storage and retrieval system using index table, that would have 
allowed users of Hattori to have an useful method, to create a structured document 
management method for managing structured documents in a manner convenient for 
for high speed searches by attribute information. (Numata: [0008], Vagnozzi: abstract). 

7. As to claim 2, Hattori discloses, a file managing method of managing a file 
recorded in a recording medium ([0065]) with an index file recorded in the recording 
medium ([0186]), 

wherein the index file includes a series of entries comprising, in block, 
information about a file recorded in the recording medium, information about a file 
correlated to a folder set in the recording medium ([0004]; fig. 24; [0039]; fig. 29; 
[0044]), and information about the folder, and layer information which indicates layer 
structures of the file and the folder by pointing to other entries ([0004]; [0045], [0039]; 
fig. 30A-B); and 
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wherein the entry for the information about the folder includes registration 
information that indicates files belonging to the folder by pointing to other entries, and 
identifying information which indicates, whether or not the folder is a virtual folder (fig. 
24; [0039]); 

said method comprising: 

a step of retrieving entries of the index file according to retrieval conditions set by 
a user to select a file registered in the index file ([0007]; [0196]); and 

a step of registering as an entry for the virtual folder, a retrieval result about the 
selected file in the index file, along with the conditions for retrieval ([00141; [0044]- 
[0046]; [0224]): 

a step of setting information indicating that the entry is for the retrieval result in 
the index file ([00141; [0044]-[0046]; [0224]), and 

a step of setting the registration information to point to entries of the selected file. 
(abstract; [0062]). 



Hattori, however, does not explicitly disclose, " a step of setting the layer 
information so as to indicate that the virtual folder for the retrieval result is under a 
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virtual retrieval result collection folder in which retrieval results are collected ". Hatori 
also does not explicitly disclose, "the file management device retrieves an entry of the 
index file according to conditions for retrieval" 



Numata, on the other hand, discloses, " a step of setting the layer information so 
as to indicate that the virtual folder for the retrieval result is under a virtual retrieval 
result collection folder in which retrieval results are collected " (Numata: [0043]). 

Vagnozzi on the other hand discloses explicitly, "the file management device 
retrieves an entry of the index file according to conditions for retrieval" (Vagnozzi: 
paragraphs [178] and [182]). 

Numata, Vagnozzi and Hattori are of the same field of endeavor, they specifically 
teach data storage and retrieval system (Hattori: [0001]; Numata: [0008], Vagnozzi: 
abstract). 

It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to incorporate the teachings of Numata and Vagnozzi into Hattori 
of object-oriented data storage and retrieval system using index table, that would have 
allowed users of Hattori to have an useful method, to create a structured document 
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management method for managing structured documents in a manner convenient for 
for high speed searches by attribute information. (Numata: [0008], Vagnozzi: abstract). 

8. As to claim 3, the claim is rejected for the same reason as claim 2. In addition, 
Hattori discloses, the file managing method according to claim 2, wherein retrieval the 
entries of the index file in the retrieving step is performed by the conditions for retrieval 
registered in the entry for the retrieval result (abstract; [0062]). 

9. As to claim 4, the claim has been cancelled by the applicant. 

10. As to claim 5, the claim has been cancelled by the applicant. 

11. As to claim 6, Hattori as modified discloses the file management device 
according to claim 1 , wherein retrieval of the entries of the index file in the retrieving 
step is performed by refining the conditions for retrieval registered in the entry for the 
result of retrieval ([0004]). 

12. As to claim 7, Hattori as modified discloses the file management device 
according to claim 1, wherein in a retrieval processing, when the file management 
device determines that the conditions for retrieval are identical to any of those already 
registered in the virtual folder, the file management device displays the retrieval result 
performed in past under the identical conditions for retrieval ([0008]). 
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1 3. As to claim 8, Hattori as modified discloses the file management device 
according to claim 1 , wherein updating date is registered in the entry for the virtual 
folder ([0074]). 

14. As to claim 9, Hattori as modified discloses the file management device 
according to claim 8, wherein the file management device determines that the number 
of entries for retrieval results is larger than a predetermined number, the file 
management device deletes an entry with the oldest update date (abstract; [0007]). 

Prior art made of record 

1 5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Wenocur et al. (US 20020194483) teach system and method for authorization of 
access to a resource. 

Marejka et al. (US 20030135735) teaches self-monitoring and trending service 
system with a cascaded pipeline with enhanced authentication and registration. 
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Contact Information 

16. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to FAZLUL QUADER whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1905. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-5 Alternate Fridays 
off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles Rones can be reached on 571-272-4085. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

FAZLUL QUADER 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2164 

/FQ/ 

11/05/2008 
/Charles Rones/ 



Application/Control Number: 10/572,808 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 2164 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2164 



